
 
 
  

  Seminario de Microeconomía Aplicada - Promoting Gender Equality and
Tackling Demographic Challenges  
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El seminario de Microeconomía Aplicada del Banco de la República es un espacio para discutir los
trabajos en progreso en las diferentes áreas de la microeconomía aplicada como economía del trabajo,
organización industrial, economía de la salud, economía agrícola, economía de la educación, desarrollo
económico, delincuencia, economía pública, economía ambiental, economía regional y urbana, entre
otras. Está organizado por las sucursales de Cali, Cartagena y Medellín.

 

  
  

Abstract: Two broad contrasting demographic trends present challenges for economies globally:
countries with aging populations, often advanced economies and increasingly emerging markets,
anticipate a significant shrinking of the labor force, with implications for growth, economic stability, and
public finances. Economies with rapidly growing populations, as is the case in many low-income and
developing countries, will face a burgeoning young population entering the labor market in the next
decades—a large potential to reap the demographic dividend if the right skills and economic and social
conditions are in place. This note highlights how gender equality, in both cases, can serve as a
stabilizing factor to rebalance demographic trends. As decisions regarding fertility, human capital
investment, and labor force participation are interlinked, policies should aim at relaxing households’time
and resource constraints that condition these choices. This means that, in general, in advanced
economies and emerging markets, policies should facilitate women’s work–life choices and boost
female participation in the labor market, whereas policies in low-income and developing countries should
focus on reforms that narrow gender gaps in opportunities and support human capital accumulation.

Acerca de la expositora: Lisa Kolovich is a Senior Economist in the IMF’s Inclusion and Gender Unit
and one of the co-authors of the IMF’s gender strategy. She has also worked in the IMF’s African and
Research Departments and was the team manager for global review of gender budgeting efforts. She is
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contributor and editor of two books, Fiscal Policies and Gender Equality and Gender Inequality and
Economic Development in sub-Saharan Africa.   She holds a PhD in Economics from the University of
Navarra, Spain, and an MA in Economics from the University of Maryland.

Tiempo de exposición: 1 hora
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