
Regional Economic Bulletin: Northeast, Third
Quarter of 2025
Download (only in Spanish) Keep in mind
The Regional Economic Bulletin is published by the Regional Economies Section of the Technical and
Economic Information Department at Banco de la República. The views and potential errors are the sole
responsibility of the authors and do not compromise Banco de la República or its Board of Directors. 

AUTHORS AND/OR EDITORS Sección de Economías Regionales Ramírez-Rodríguez, Carolina Collazos-
Rodríguez, Jaime Andrés Imbachi-Gómez, Melina Pedroza-Fernández, Edgar Julián Ramírez-Moreno, Adolfo
Rubio-Ramírez, Karen Astrid
The northeast region’s economy continued to grow, driven by dynamism in consumption. Rising remittances,
increased consumer confidence, and high employment levels supported demand. Trade sales recorded the
greatest recent year-over-year changes in Santander, while the region reached record levels in the supply of
perishable goods, alongside increased cattle and pork slaughter. Manufacturing recovered, supported by the
positive performance in the department of Santander. Construction indicators remained negative. Inflation
declined in Bucaramanga and Cúcuta, while rising in Tunja due to the higher food prices.
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Commercial activity continued to grow during the third quarter, with notable increases in sales in Santander led
by vehicles, technological equipment, and cultural and entertainment products. The rebound was driven by
improved inventories, incentives, and greater consumer confidence, reinforcing positive business expectations.

Major cities in the northeast region recorded improvements in employment and declines in the unemployment
rate (UR), with Bucaramanga below the UR national average and Cúcuta reaching its second-lowest historical
level. However, the increase in employment was concentrated on informal jobs.

Manufacturing showed signs of recovery, driven by Santander amid the rebound in fuels and, to a lesser extent,
by growth in food and chemicals. The increase was supported by stronger demand and operational stability. In
contrast, the fall in the department of Boyacá deepened due to lower construction materials and beverages.
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