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In thisdigital book, Banco de la Republica (the Central Bank of Colombia) makes available to researchers and
libraries of the country all the Colombian memoirs of taxes and treasury published in the 19th century. It isa
bibliographic tool that we hope will be extremely useful for analysts, students, and lovers of Colombian history.

The famous Austrian economist Joseph Schumpeter argued that public finances are one of the best starting
points for studying a society: they reflect wealth, territorial and sectoral distribution, progress of economic
activity, spending priorities, and its beneficiaries. Due to its relevance and because citizens want to know how
their taxes are spent, democratic governments have been careful in providing periodic reports on collections,
spending, surpluses, or deficits in government finances and how to cover the latter. To this end, reports are
regularly submitted to political or administrative control bodies.

For thisreason, at Banco de la Republica, we have considered that a bibliographic contribution of great
relevance for the study of national economic history isto make available to researchers and libraries of the
country this digital edition of the memoirs of 19th-century taxes and treasury.
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