Working Paper No. 640
Keep in mind

La serie Borradores de Economia es una publicacién de la Subgerencia de Estudios Econémicos del Banco de la
Republica. Los trabajos son de caracter provisional, las opiniones y posibles errores son responsabilidad
exclusiva del autor y sus contenidos no comprometen al Banco de la Republica ni a su Junta Directiva.

AUTHOR OR EDITOR
Carlos Medina
Jorge Andrés Tamayo

We assess the effect of the homicide rate, individual ‘s perception of security in their neighborhood of residence,
and of the effect of their having been victimized, on life satisfaction. We find a negative effect of the homicide
rate on life satisfaction for the subsample of individuals living in their current houses for at least 10 years or
more, who had moved to that place at some point in the past. We also find a positive and robust effect of the
perception of security in the households” neighborhood for the whole sample, and for different subsamples
considered. Having been victim of an offense is also robustly negatively related to life satisfaction, in particular
in the cases where the offense was robbery.
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